
[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


  

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.narfe.org/head_images/head_guest_r1_c1.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET  NATIONAL ACTIVE and RETIRED FEDERAL EMPLOYEES
TIDEWATER NEWS

Maryland Federation of Chapters

TIDEWATER CHAPTER 1372

Published by Pixel Print & Post                                                                                 February 2010

Dues, Opportunities and Changes to Note   by Evelyn Kirby

Members across NARFE spoke—or didn’t speak, which speaks volumes.  The Dues Referendum failed to achieve a 2/3 majority to pass.  Of valid ballots received by the December 8 deadline, the tally was 65.41% in favor of the proposed single dues structure, and 34.59% against—a slim defeat.  Of 1508 ballots distributed, 1028 were returned and counted.  Of the 480 uncounted ballots 224 were returned, but discarded as they were improperly completed—though instructions were clear; 256 were NEVER returned.   Regardless of one’s view on how the Referendum came about, an opportunity to vote was present.  Many took it.  To those who squandered it, I say, “Shame.”  I suspect the dues structure will continue to be before us, especially given the above results.  As do most members, I favor moving to a more streamlined dues system.  Primarily, though, I look earnestly to the time when more of NARFE’s considerable energy and skills at all levels are dedicated to our core business.  That core is serving, enhancing and protecting the rights and earned benefits of Federal retirees, employees and survivors.  

Check your calendars and talk with me or other chapter leaders about attending these outstanding upcoming events:  Region II Training Symposium, Gettysburg, PA, March 23-24; MD Federation of Chapters Mini-Convention, Bowie, MD, May 3-4; National Convention, Grand Rapids, Michigan, August 29-September 2.  Becoming involved with NARFE activities and priorities is rewarding, introduces you to new people and viewpoints, and keeps our organization strong.  Regretfully, one of the oldest NARFE chapters, Silver Spring, MD, closed in December due to lack of member support. 

Within our chapter, let’s do some saluting.  Louise Woods joined the MD Federation’s Federal Legislative Committee, replacing Sally Nichols.  Jean Sadler is acting as Newsletter Editor for the time being in place of Bill and Pat Bonsteel whom we dearly miss.  Carol Chisholm stepped into the Secretary position, while Jean is doing this.  Various Executive Board members are developing our program speaker agenda, while Pat is not with us.   Dean Spray, John Grier and others are managing our 50/50 raffle, formerly run by Bill.   John Sadler is ordering member name badges for us.  And, all the Executive Board members not named here continue leading their respective areas—in our behalf-- in fine fashion.  Lastly, as our custom at the December Holiday Party, donations were made to the NARFE Alzheimer’s Research fund in lieu of gift exchanges, netting a generous $400.  Applause goes to all willing hands and hearts. 

Legislative Activism is Critical at the Federal and State Levels   by Sally Nichols
Federal:  The Senate health care reform bill contains language suggested by NARFE to safeguard the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP).  It was added in response to concerns from NARFE and Federal-postal organization allies about the Office of Personnel Management playing a major role in multi-State health care reform—partially administering a health care delivery system consisting of at least two national, private insurance plans.  Please urge Rep. Kratovil and Senators Mikulski and Cardin to include FEHBP protections in final legislation if House and Senate negotiators agree to require OPM to administer multi-State health plans by sending them e-mails through the NARFE Legislation Action Center on the NARFE web site.  Nothing else in the Senate and House bills has a specific impact on the FEHBP.  Still, any comprehensive plan that changes insurance law, provider financing, taxation policy and health infrastructure will have ramifications on how the FEHBP operates in the larger health system.  NARFE is taking no formal position on the whole bill as it continues to change and because it could limit the Association’s ability to effect change in the outcome of any final measure. Plus, the recent change in the Massachusetts Senate seat will play a role in ongoing work.

Despite the short-term increase in the debt limit, signed into law (P.L. 111-123) on December 29, allowing the Government to pay its bills until February, another increase in the debt limit will be needed.  Separate legislation (H.R. 1557 and S. 2834) to create a commission which could force changes to entitlement and other program spending and tax policy through the use of a Congressional fast-track procedure could be added to the debt limit legislation.  NARFE is concerned such a commission could single out earned Federal civil service retirement and health benefits for reductions.  To urge Senators Mikulski and Cardin to oppose the fast-track commission proposal, use the Legislative Action Center on the NARFE web site.  FYI, others, e.g. AARP, oppose this legislation too.

Federal, State and local government retirees not eligible to receive Social Security have seen Medicare Part B premiums go from $96.40 to $110.50 in 2010.  Current law protects most other beneficiaries from a Part B rate hike when there is no Social Security COLA.  On September 24, the House passed H.R. 3631, the Medicare Premium Fairness Act, which would protect over 1 million Federal, State and local government retirees from the Part B 2010 premium increase.  The Senate must  approve this necessary legislation, too.  Our Senators need to hear from you now if they are to resolve this inequity in the New Year.  Send an e-mail to them on this as well.

State:  The State Legislative Committee distributed our 2010 State legislative program brochure to members of the General Assembly.  I sent the brochure to all Delegates and Senators in Districts 36 and 37, urging their support for two initiatives in it that have been drafted for legislation:  [1] closing the unfair senior deduction gap, which will require most seniors to pay an added $500 in State income tax, and [2] providing, in addition to the 1-time $500 deduction now allowed, an annual $150 deduction to buyers of long-term care insurance.    

Have you Recruited Any New Members Lately?    By Louise Woods

Remember the recruiting contest for cash prizes for winning chapters recruiting the most new members.  Applications and the most recent copy of “Look at What NARFE Has Done for You Lately” are plentiful.   (Be sure you have the latest copy—May 2009--containing the most up-to date information).  To get credit for your recruits, be sure to write “1372” on the chapter line of the application and your member number which is listed on the label of your NARFE magazine.  For the chapter to get credit, both pieces of information are required.  National is still giving $8 checks to members who recruit active Federal employees.  Let’s see how well our chapter can do in this competition!  It’s not too late because the contest lasts until July 30, 2010.

We sadly note the passing of Bill Bonsteel who was active with several chapter activities for a number of years until his recent illness.  Bill is missed by all, and we wish Pat the best and hope she is doing well with this change in her life.  Also we note the death of Bernie Jedrowicz, husband of member Mary.  Until their daughter’s illness and death last year, Mary and Bernie were regular attendees at our meetings.  We wish the best for these families in the time to come.

Now for some good news:  We welcome Beverly L.  Manzi of Grasonville who belonged to the Silver Spring chapter which has closed.  Beverly lives in our chapter’s area so she was assigned to us.  Also, a warm welcome goes to James A. Welsh and Deborah A. Hardy of Centreville, and Ernestine S. Kepley and John Corrigan of Stevensville.  We hope to see each of them at one of our future meetings. 

American Diplomacy and Referendum Vote Key Topics in January by Carol Chisholm

January’s meeting was held at Easton Diner where 46 members and guests enjoyed lunch.   The speaker, Bill Shepard, whose fascinating career with the state department formed the basis of his four diplomatic mystery books, spoke to us on “American Diplomacy – Fact and Fiction.” President Kirby announced that the new dues structure which we had voted on last year failed to pass nationally and members are urged to sign up for withholding of dues.  Dean Spray won $26 in the 50/50 raffle and Jordan Tuller won the $50 monthly raffle. Members who wish to receive newsletters and minutes via email should contact jean@geomethods.com. Remember to update your home and email addresses by notifying the Secretary or Membership Chair.


Join Us at Fisherman’s Inn on 2/10 to Hear Our State Legislative Committee Chair Speak by Dorothy Greenwood

The February 10 meeting will be held at Fisherman’s Inn, Grasonville, MD. Our speaker, Bill Ferguson, the MD Federation State Legislative Committee Chair, will talk about NARFE’s 2010 Legislative Program for MD and activities relating to the current session of the General Assembly. He will address several tax burden relief proposals that can benefit us. Directions to the restaurant: From route 50 West take Exit 42, go to stop sign and turn left, restaurant will be on the right. From Route 50 East take Exit 42 (Holiday Inn Express is on the sign); go to the stop sign and turn left. At 2nd stop sign turn left; restaurant will be on the right. Social Hour is 11:30 a.m., Lunch 12:30 p.m. Menu Choices: ½ Pound Cut Prime Rib au Jus, Broiled Flounder or Chicken Cordon Bleau. All meals served with vegetable and baked potato, rolls, butter, tea or coffee and dessert. $20.00 including tax and gratuity. Reservations are required and must be made by Saturday, February 6, 2010 by calling Anne Haas at 410-745-2217 or Dorothy Greenwood at 410-822-2674. No cancellations after Sunday, February 7. Remember—if you don’t cancel in a timely fashion or don’t attend, you are still responsible for payment.

Don’t Miss the Government Retiree Tax Credit by Helen Wallace

The new edition of the IRS Publication 721 is now on the IRS web site. Under “What’s New” is a description of the Government Retiree Tax Credit for $250. If you did NOT get the one-time $250 economic recovery payment issued to those on Social Security last year, and are a Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS) retiree, you can claim this credit on your 2009 taxes. See line 63 on Form 1040, and the new Schedule M. Remember, this tax credit is a NARFE legislative victory for you.
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